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REMARKS 

Applicant has amended the specification on page 3 to incorporate the disclosure from 
original claim 4. No new matter has been added. Applicant cancels claims 4, and 10-20; amends 
claims 1, 5, 7, and 9; and adds new claims 21-34. Finally, Applicant cancels non-elected claims 
10-20 without prejudice or disclaimer of their subject matter, and reserves the right to pursue 
these cancelled claims in a divisional application. Claims 1-3, 5-9, and 21-34 remain pending. 

In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-3, 6, and 8 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) 
as unpatentable over Nakoaka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,583,512 B2) ("Nakoaka"); and objected 
to claims 4, 5, 7, and 9 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but indicated that they 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. Applicant traverses the rejection. However, to expedite 
prosecution, claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the elements of claim 4, indicated by the 
Examiner as being allowable. Claims 7 and 9, objected to by the Examiner but stated to contain 
allowable subject matter, have been rewritten in independent form. New claims 21-34 depend 
directly or indirectly on newly independent and allowable claims 7 and 9. Therefore, Applicant 
requests that new claims 21-34 also be found allowable. Claim 5 has been amended to refer to 
amended claim 1, rather than canceled claim 4. 

Conclusion : 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that pending claims 1-3, 5-9, and 21-34 are 
in condition for allowance. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge any 
additional required fees to our deposit account 06-0916. 
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